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Summary

This volume is the official excavation report of the government office in the
Fuchyou (FT) area in the west front of the main government office of Dazaifu (K%
AF). This includes 16 trenches excavated by the Kyushu Historical Museum which has
undertaken work since 1971, and mainly deals with features discovered.

The excavations unveiled various features, such as buildings, palisades, division
ditches, foundations for tamped-earth walls with roofs, wells, pits, casting-related
structural remains. The excavations also allowed us to identify the east-west length
(about 84 m} of the government office by two ditches running north-south. There
were densely post-built structures in the front area where one single building
constructed on base stones was revealed. In terms of finds, vast amounts of ceramics
and roof tiles were recovered from the site, and ditches produced a large number of
wooden writing tablets. Some of the tablets represented dates like Tenpyou 6, 8 (A.D.
734, 738) and the information on lithospermum erythrorhizon and the government’ s
rule on the southern Japanese islands.

It seems that there were important facilities notably in the Fuchyou area, compared
with the other Dazaifu’ s government offices. The office in the Fuchyou area was
probably used mainly from the 8th to the 9th century and until about the 11th
century. The volume of finds explains the detail of sizes, structures and developments

- of various facilities, including a group of buildings.
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